Nowadays, the news is updated very frequently, especially in the Middle East region where the Arabic language is the primary language of all its countries. The people in this region are interested in following up these updates through the available online news platforms. In order to automate the work in the news agencies, there is an urgent need for an automated system that is able to detect the topic of the news once it has arrived at the agency. In this paper, an efficient system is presented for classifying the online Arabic news into its proper topic. The proposed system uses various natural language processing techniques along with different classification methods. The experimental results show that utilizing the Information Gain, as a feature selection technique, with the Naïve Bayes algorithm, achieves the best accuracy in order to solve the topic detection problem for the online Arabic news.
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